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Our Mission

To ensure understanding, respect, support,
and the appropriate education of all children 

in our community.

The Special Education Parent Advisory Council’s
duties under state law include:

“advising the district on matters that pertain to the education and 
safety of students with disabilities and meeting regularly with school 
officials to participate in the planning, development and evaluation 
of the school district’s special education programs.”
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The SEPAC’s Role
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POLICIES

PROGRAMS

PRACTICES

SERVICES

Content inspired by Family Voices, “Assessing Family Engagement in Systems-Level Initiatives”



Care Map *Pre-COVID
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The Size of the Problem
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Listening to Families
“Parental input is always valuable but is 

particularly critical during this time when 

parents/guardians may have unique insight into 

their child’s remote learning experience. Input 

from parents/guardians on their child’s primary 

areas of need, including ... engagement, attention, 

behavior, progress, skills, home experiences, 

and other observations about their emotional 

and social well-being, are critical to determining 

how to meet students’ needs.”
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Source: DESE Guidance on In-Person Learning & Student Learning Time Requirements, 27 April 2021



… & Then Summer
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Image Source: “Calvin and Hobbes,” Bill Watterson, 28 April 1995  

https://www.gocomics.com/calvinandhobbes/1995/04/28



Family Support

● Ongoing monitoring of state technical assistance advisories and 

caregiver education regarding guidance, COVID Compensatory 

Services, transition to in-person learning, etc.

● Shared concrete tools and strategies to support students 

● Presented to Gates PTO on continuum of supports and the 

special education eligibility process

● Used social media and newsletter to disseminate low/no cost 

workshop and training opportunities in different languages

● Fielded dozens of support calls, emails, and referral requests
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Inclusion Emphasis
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District-Level Advocacy
● Co-chairs participated in DESE Tiered Focus Monitoring process; 

encouraged and boosted caregiver survey participation

● Served on search committee for new Director of Special 

Education and solicited feedback from community

● Provided feedback and input on the district Student 

Opportunity Act Plan 

● Advocacy regarding parent/guardian engagement throughout 

the development, implementation, and future use of the 

Multi-Tiered System of Supports
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MTSS & Parent Engagement
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The SEPAC continues to 

stress parent/guardians 

be informed & engaged 

participants when 

students are accessing 

Tier 2 & Tier 3 supports



Regional Partnerships
● Federation for Children with Special Needs (FCSN) presented 

Basic Rights workshops in March and April on post-secondary 
transition and understanding the IEP to area SEPACs with 
support from our districts

● Long-standing partnership among Acton-Boxborough, Maynard, 
Concord/Concord-Carlisle, Sudbury, and Lincoln-Sudbury 
SEPACs; forged connection with Littleton SEPAC this year

● Arranging local SEPAC coordination and leadership development 
meeting this summer

● Ongoing networking with SEPACs from around the state
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State-Level Advocacy
● Stakeholder in the DESE IEP Improvement Project

● Ongoing feedback sessions as part of Regional Family 

Engagement Coalition regarding impact of the pandemic and 

implementation of the MA Family Engagement Framework

● SEPAC Chairs participated in DESE focus group to identify 

current gaps in and opportunities for resources and trainings 

related to family engagement and leadership

● ABRSD parent participation in development of new dyslexia 

guidelines
13

Acton-Boxborough SEPAC
abrsdsepac@gmail.com



With Gratitude 

The Acton-Boxborough SEPAC recognizes 
Diane Baum

for years of dedication to our organization, 
tireless advocacy around literacy instruction, 

and on behalf of students with dyslexia
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Thanks & Contact Information

Our thanks to 
Interim Special Education Director Debbie Dixson, 

Superintendent Peter Light, 
and the Acton-Boxborough Regional School Committee 

for their ongoing collaboration and support

absepac.org 
@absepac

abrsdsepac@gmail.com
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