
 

 

Acton-Boxborough Special Education 
Parent Advisory Council (AB SEPAC) 

Business Meeting Agenda 
Wednesday, May 19, 2021, at 7:30 p.m. Virtual Meeting Over Zoom 

To attend: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88265343433 
To call in: +1 646 876 9923              Meeting ID: 882 6534 3433 

 

I. Call to Order  
 

II. Approval of Minutes  
Review and approval of September 16, 2020, and October 14, 2020, meeting minutes  
 

III. Organization/Business Issues 
A. Updates from Interim Special Education Director 
B. Untangling Extended School Year Summer Services, COVID Compensatory 

Services, and Gen Ed Summer Programs 
C. Feedback to School Committee by June 4 on District Strategy 2021-2026 
D. Proposed Revisions to School Committee Policy File: IL Evaluation of the 

Instructional Program 
E. Feedback & Questions Regarding Full Return to In-Person Learning 
F. Brainstorm SEPAC Priorities for 2021-2022 School Year 
G. Officer Descriptions for SEPAC Annual Meeting & Elections 
 

IV.    New Business – Other topics on people’s minds 
 

V. Open Issues 
A. MCAS performance vulnerable for students with disabilities  
B. Mandatory special education training/professional development for regular and 

special education staff – hiring dual-certified staff 
C. Increasing opportunities for meaningful inclusion across domains 
D. Enhanced Extended School Year, before-, and after-school programming 
E. Increased use of technology in IEP development, revision, & communication  
F. Following up on communication issues noted as barriers to overall satisfaction and 

subgroup trends for Out of District, Early Childhood, and Specific Learning 
Disabilities identified via 2015 and 2017 parent/guardian surveys 

G. Need for consistent K-12 executive functioning curriculum    
 

VI. Adjournment 
All AB SEPAC meetings are open to the public. We encourage caregivers of children 
with disabilities and others interested in special education to attend. See absepac.org for 
information regarding upcoming events. 

 
VII.    Annual Meeting & Officer Elections 
         June 9, 2021, at 7:30 p.m. Virtual Meeting Over Zoom 
     

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88265343433


Acton-Boxborough 
Special Education 
Parent Advisory 
Council (AB SEPAC) 

Business Meeting

May 19, 2021



I. Call to Order
Virtual Meeting Participation
• SEPAC meetings are public and subject to Open Meeting Law

• Participation may not take place via the chat box

• Votes will be conducted by roll call

• To be recognized by the Chairs, please use the raise hand function  
in the Participants window 

NOTE: THIS MEETING IS BEING RECORDED

Acton-Boxborough SEPAC

abrsdsepac@gmail.com



Our Mission

To ensure understanding, respect, support,
and the appropriate education of all children in our community.

The Special Education Parent Advisory Council’s 
duties under state law include: 

“advising the district on matters that pertain to the education and 
safety of students with disabilities and meeting regularly with 
school officials to participate in the planning, development and 
evaluation of the school district’s special education programs.”

NOTE: THIS MEETING IS BEING RECORDED

Acton-Boxborough SEPAC

abrsdsepac@gmail.com



II. Approval of Minutes

• Review and approval of September 16, 2020, and October 13, 2020, 
meeting minutes

• We will vote to approve the minutes as written or amended 
if necessary

• Voting will be by roll call

• If you are not a voting member (parent/guardian of a child with a 
disability residing or attending school in Acton or Boxborough), 
please ABSTAIN

NOTE: THIS MEETING IS BEING RECORDED

Acton-Boxborough SEPAC

abrsdsepac@gmail.com



III. Organization/Business Issues

A. Updates from Interim Special Education Director

B. Untangling Extended School Year Summer Services, COVID Compensatory 

Services, & Gen Ed Summer Programs

C. Feedback to School Committee by June 4 on District Strategy 2021-2026*

D. Proposed Revisions to School Committee Policy File: IL Evaluation of the 

Instructional Program

E. Feedback & Questions Regarding Full Return to In-Person Learning

F. Brainstorm SEPAC Priorities for 2021-2022 School Year

G. Officer Descriptions for SEPAC Annual Meeting & Elections

NOTE: THIS MEETING IS BEING RECORDED

Acton-Boxborough SEPAC

abrsdsepac@gmail.com



A. Updates from  
Interim Special  
Education Director

NOTE: THIS MEETING IS BEING RECORDED

Acton-Boxborough SEPAC

abrsdsepac@gmail.com



B. Untangling ESY, CCS, & Gen Ed Summer 
Programs

NOTE: THIS MEETING IS BEING RECORDED

Acton-Boxborough SEPAC

abrsdsepac@gmail.com

• Extended School Year summer services look forward to potential 
regression over the summer toward current IEP goals and objectives 
or issues with recoupment of skills upon returning to school in the fall

• COVID Compensatory Services look backward to lost services due to 
the pandemic and new needs arising from the pandemic

• Community Ed summer enrichment is open to all students; this must 
be accessible to students with disabilities

• “Summer Explorations” 8/9-8/13 for students K-6 recommended by their 
school as needing social time or help reintegrating to in-person 

• Traditional summer school programs at JH & HS



Extended School Year Information

NOTE: THIS MEETING IS BEING RECORDED

Acton-Boxborough SEPAC

abrsdsepac@gmail.com

• Extended School Year eligibility determination is not the same as that for 
COVID Compensatory Services

• ESY eligibility must be discussed annually by the IEP team
• “An extended year program may be identified if the student has demonstrated 

or is likely to demonstrate substantial regression in his or her learning skills 
and/or difficulty in relearning such skills if an extended program is not 
provided" [603 CMR 28.05(4)(d)1] 

• Risk of regression is a factor, not just documented regression

Terms to Know 
recoup - "to get back to the level the child had achieved before a break in service“
regress - "lose progress, forget, revert to previous behavior" 



Compensatory Services Information

NOTE: THIS MEETING IS BEING RECORDED

Acton-Boxborough SEPAC

abrsdsepac@gmail.com

• MA DESE has published 
guidance and a Family Fact 
Sheet

• Ask your coordinator or call 
the Federation for Children 
with Special Needs or Mass 
Advocates for Children



Terms to Know 
General Education Recovery Support: may be made available to 
students with and without disabilities who need it to address 
educational and social-emotional needs and reorient them to 
learning (e.g., District Curriculum Accommodation Plan—DCAP)

COVID-19 Compensatory Services (CCS): for students with IEPs to 
remedy skill or knowledge loss or lack of effective progress due to 
delayed, interrupted, suspended, or inaccessible IEP services

New IEP Services: to address new areas of disability-related need for 
students with IEPs

NOTE: THIS MEETING IS BEING RECORDED

Acton-Boxborough SEPAC

abrsdsepac@gmail.com



C. Feedback to School Committee by June 4 on
District Strategy 2021-2026*

NOTE: THIS MEETING IS BEING RECORDED

Acton-Boxborough SEPAC

abrsdsepac@gmail.com

• Can be found in packet for 5/20/21 ABRSC meeting at abschools.org

• The Superintendent will give his report on the status of the current 
year’s goals at the 5/20/21 ABRSC meeting

• This is part of the summative evaluation process

• Public input on the Superintendent’s performance is due by June 4



Engaged Learning Objective

NOTE: THIS MEETING IS BEING RECORDED

Acton-Boxborough SEPAC

abrsdsepac@gmail.com



Inclusive Practices Objective

NOTE: THIS MEETING IS BEING RECORDED

Acton-Boxborough SEPAC

abrsdsepac@gmail.com



Equitable Opportunities & Outcomes Objective

NOTE: THIS MEETING IS BEING RECORDED

Acton-Boxborough SEPAC

abrsdsepac@gmail.com



Social-Emotional Learning Objective

NOTE: THIS MEETING IS BEING RECORDED

Acton-Boxborough SEPAC

abrsdsepac@gmail.com



… Why Does This Matter?
NOTE: THIS MEETING IS BEING RECORDED

Acton-Boxborough SEPAC

abrsdsepac@gmail.com

• Knowing what has been done in 
the past and recognizing ongoing 
efforts is important when 
advocating

• Tying an ask to an existing goal 
or objective can help gain traction



D. Proposed Revisions to SC Policy File: IL
Evaluation of the Instructional Program

NOTE: THIS MEETING IS BEING RECORDED

Acton-Boxborough SEPAC

abrsdsepac@gmail.com

• Proposed revisions and old policy can be found in 5/20/21 ABRSC 
meeting packet at abschools.org for School Committee first read

• Old policy deemed unnecessary per district legal counsel

• SEPAC’s role under MGL is “advising the district on matters that pertain to 
the education and safety of students with disabilities and meeting 
regularly with school officials to participate in the planning, development 
and evaluation of the school district’s special education programs.”



NOTE: THIS MEETING IS BEING RECORDED

Acton-Boxborough SEPAC

abrsdsepac@gmail.com

DRAFT LANGUAGE



E. Feedback & Questions Regarding Full 
Return to In-Person Learning

NOTE: THIS MEETING IS BEING RECORDED

Acton-Boxborough SEPAC

abrsdsepac@gmail.com

• What has worked?
• What hasn’t?
• Questions regarding junior 

and high school returns?
• Thinking ahead to the fall 

… what lessons can be 
applied?



F. Brainstorm SEPAC Priorities for 2021-2022 
School Year

NOTE: THIS MEETING IS BEING RECORDED

Acton-Boxborough SEPAC

abrsdsepac@gmail.com

Some considerations:
• New special ed director, building-level administrators, and School 

Committee members
• Ongoing emphasis on intersectionality and representing needs of 

students across disability types, races, etc.
• Community outreach is at a critical point—do people know the SEPAC 

is here and what the organization does?
• Pandemic impact on students with disabilities



2020-2021 Priorities

NOTE: THIS MEETING IS BEING RECORDED

Acton-Boxborough SEPAC

abrsdsepac@gmail.com

• Address and remove barriers to SEPAC participation and SEPAC leadership 
for BIPOC parents/guardians of children with disabilities ONGOING

• Participate in the search process for new special education director MET
• Monitor state guidance and families’ experiences regarding reopening 

schools ONGOING
• Community education on Basic Rights and other topics TBD MET
• Conduct parent/guardian survey PENDING



G. Officer Descriptions for SEPAC Annual 
Meeting & Elections

NOTE: THIS MEETING IS BEING RECORDED

Acton-Boxborough SEPAC

abrsdsepac@gmail.com

• The AB SEPAC can have up to three Co-Chairs and two Secretaries
• Executive board also consists of Past PAC Chair and one Standing 

Committee Chair; non-voting members include representatives from 
School Committee and special ed administration

• Descriptions found in by-laws at absepac.org
• Critical needs: 

- outreach
- parent/guardian support
- workshop coordination 

• Other volunteer opportunities available



NOTE: THIS MEETING IS BEING RECORDED

Acton-Boxborough SEPAC

abrsdsepac@gmail.com

crank

crank and a



IV. New Business

Other topics on 
people’s minds

NOTE: THIS MEETING IS BEING RECORDED

Acton-Boxborough SEPAC

abrsdsepac@gmail.com



More Information

DESE Info to Special Education Directors
doe.mass.edu/covid19/sped.html

Mass Advocates for Children (MAC)
massadvocates.org/covid19

Special Needs Advocacy Network (SPaN) 
spanmass.org/covid-19.html

Federation for Children with Special Needs (FCSN)
fcsn.org

Acton-Boxborough SEPAC

abrsdsepac@gmail.com

NOTE: THIS MEETING IS BEING RECORDED

http://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/sped.html
https://www.massadvocates.org/covid19
https://spanmass.org/covid-19.html
http://www.fcsn.org/


V. Open Issues
A. MCAS performance vulnerable for students with disabilities 
B. Mandatory special education training/professional development for 

regular and special education staff – hiring dual-certified staff
C. Increasing opportunities for meaningful inclusion across domains
D. Enhanced Extended School Year, before-, and after-school programming
E. Increased use of technology in IEP development, revision, 

& communication 
F. Following up on communication issues noted as barriers to overall 

satisfaction and subgroup trends for Out of District, Early Childhood, and 
Specific Learning Disabilities identified via 2015 and 2017 
parent/guardian surveys

G. Need for consistent K-12 executive functioning curriculum 

NOTE: THIS MEETING IS BEING RECORDED

Acton-Boxborough SEPAC

abrsdsepac@gmail.com



VI. Adjournment

• We will vote to adjourn the meeting

• Voting will be by roll call

• If you are not a voting member (parent/guardian of a child with a 
disability residing or attending school in Acton or Boxborough), 
please ABSTAIN

NOTE: THIS MEETING IS BEING RECORDED

Acton-Boxborough SEPAC

abrsdsepac@gmail.com

Annual Meeting & Officer Elections June 9, 2021
Meeting Recordings Available @ absepac.org



Thanks & Contact Information

Our thanks to Interim Special Education Director Debbie Dixson
and the Acton-Boxborough Regional School Committee for their 

ongoing collaboration

absepac.org 
@absepac

abrsdsepac@gmail.com

NOTE: THIS MEETING IS BEING RECORDED

Acton-Boxborough SEPAC

abrsdsepac@gmail.com
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